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Excerpts from the Plain Talk

1902 Continued


The ladies of St. Agnes church will have their next lawn social at the residence of Mrs. John O’Connor, West Main Street, Tuesday, June 10.  All are cordially invited.


The Baptist Social at Collar’s grove Wednesday afternoon was well attended.


Christian Science services next Sunday at 11:00 am in the Odd Fellows Hall.  Subject: “Sacrament”.  All are cordially invited.


J. W. Grange has started the foundation for a large handsome residence on Forest Avenue.  The structure being built south of his present home, the latter building to be moved about 50 feet farther north.


The Social given by the ladies of the Catholic Church at the home of Mrs. John O’Connor last Tuesday evening was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed.  The lawn was illuminated with Japanese lanterns.


Fashionable Men’s suits from $10.00 to $18.00 at R. E. Stinson, Clothier, Shoeist and Outfitters.


The clerks of the city stores have drafted a petition asking the merchants for an earlier closing hour.  During the harvest months it might be well to keep open a couple of nights each week, so that farmers could trade after the day’s rush of work was over and again through the holiday season.


On June 19th the work on the basement walls of the new hotel is done and the joists for the first floor are being laid.


New telephone cards have been distributed this week, and patrons will find them absolutely correct.  The number of phones now in use exceeds 140.


The courthouse gang is at last happy.  A new typewriter has been installed in the offices, and all hands are fighting for a chance to learn the keyboard.


The dates for the State Fair are early this year beginning September 8th and concluding September 12th.  It was changed to try and secure the most favorable weather.  Races, baseball etc., will be better than ever before.


Contractor John Hanson was the lucky bidder for the erection of C. E. Prentis’ new residence on Court Street and work will commence in a few days.  When completed it will be one of the finest and beautiful homes in the city.


There has been considerable discussion between the city and county officials as to which body contained the more valors. Words of bitterness have passed between them, and it came to pass at last where words would not suffice.  Being unable to bear any longer the taunts of the county officials, the city has flung the following challenge in the faces of their aristocratic opponents:

To:  W. M. Gilchrist, Sheriff, and all other county officers of the County of Clay in the State of South Dakota.


Dear Sir:  On behalf of the City Officers of the City of Vermillion, SD, we hereby challenge the County Officers of said Clay County to play a game of baseball, in the City of Vermillion, at any time prior to October 10, 1902.  No person to be allowed to play in the game except city and county officers.  No person shall be excluded from playing in the game, on account of age, sex, color, religion, honesty, or for having served in any state prison, or for any or all or either of these virtues, or vices.  The receipts of the game to be given to the Vermillion Library Association.

Respectfully yours, J. G. Best and P. H. Sullivan.


The man who has to buy hard coal (if there is any to buy) at $12.00 to $15.00 per ton, wood at $4.50 to $6.00 per cord, and gasoline at 18 cents per gallon, will soon begin to wonder where his summer’s wages have gone.


Since the first day of January there has been 175 estates probated before the County Judge.  The first generation of property owners is passing away rapidly and the estates of the pioneers are being divided up.  Ten years ago there were but 59 estates probated.  This shows that the salary of $500.00 paid the Probate Judge is hardly adequate now.


The challenge to play a baseball game issued by the Chief of Police to the County Officers has been accepted by the County Officers.  However, the County Officers claim the right to name the umpire.  The County Officers promise that their arms are strong, courage firm, eyes true, heels fleet, and wind good.  They promise to dish up for the city aggregation one of the largest nests of goose eggs of the season.


Vermillion needs another ordinance, such as some cities have and enforce.  There is nothing quite so disgusting and filthy as sidewalks besmirched with tobacco juice, and we are sorry to say that those along Main street in this city at times present an extremely uncleanly appearance.  Pass along on either side, locate the different loafing recesses and street corners, and you will soon discover the need of reform along this line.  It will be no hard task to do away with such filth.  A city law, which can be enforced by officers, will cause tobacco chewers to deposit their “bug juice” and “ends” out in the street.


While digging the trench for the new sewerage system workmen encountered several large boulders of granite at the top of Ravine Hill.  It is the regular Sioux Falls granite, and there is reason to believe a large bed exists in that locality.  One of the chunks weighed at least a ton.


The city has been literally swamped the past week with book agents and like grafters who see a long cold winter coming on and must find somebody to support them or go to work.


Local milkmen have been compelled to follow the trend of the times and have raised the price of milk to 6 cents a quart.  The high price of feed, together with the scarcity of good cows, was the excuse for the raise.  Even with this advance, Vermillion buys its milk 1 ½ cents cheaper than does Sioux City.


Furniture for The Waldorf came last night, and is being put in as rapidly as possible.  The steps have been put in place and nearly all the interior work done.  Hopes are to be open December 1st and the first meal will be served that day at noon.

