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Unapproved Minutes  

Council Special Session 

April 18, 2011 

Monday 12:00 noon 

 

The special session of the City Council, City of Vermillion, South 

Dakota was held on Monday, April 18, 2011 at 12:00 noon in the City 

Hall large conference room.   

 

1. Roll Call 

 

Present: Grayson, Meins, Willson, Zimmerman, Mayor Powell 

 

Absent: Davies, French, Osborne, Ward 

 

2. Educational Session – Electric Rate Study – Missouri River Energy 

Services 

 

John Prescott, City Manager, reported that the last electric rate 

study was completed in 2004 and with the completion of the 

transmission line it was time to again review that our rate 

structure was recovering the costs of providing service to each 

customer class. John noted that it appears that our purchase of 

power rates may be leveling off for the next 3 to 4 years which is a 

welcome change from the past few years with annual rate increases. 

John introduced Tim Miller, Manager, Financial Analysis & Rates, of 

Missouri River Energy Services to review the rate study. 

 

Tim Miller reviewed some of the major changes since the last rate 

study noting that power costs have nearly doubled since 2003, the 

City has issued debt to construct the transmission line and the 

large commercial class usage has increased about 50% since 2003. As 

to the purchase of power costs, Tim reported that there are no rate 

increases proposed for WAPA for 2011 through 2015 and that MRES has 

adopted seasonal rates that are being phased in from 2011 through 

2013. The seasonal rates are to better reflect the MRES costs of 

supplying the power noting that power costs are more expensive in 

the summer and winter months thus the rates are higher in those 

months. This rate will also encourage members to implement load 

management systems like Vermillion has already put in place. Tim 

reviewed the assumptions used in projecting future operating  

expenses. Based upon these assumptions, a rate increase of 2.2% is 

needed to meet the expenses and maintain acceptable reserves. 

 

Tim reviewed the cost of service results with the recommendation of 

a 2.2% increase in June 2011 and the implementation of the seasonal 

rates in January 2012. The seasonal rate will be increased rates for 
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billing in July, August and September with lower rates for the other 

nine months.   

 

Tim reviewed the rates as proposed for June 2011 with residential 

having a $1 per month increase in customer charge and the energy 

charge remaining the same. Small commercial will have a $1.50 per 

month increase in single phase customer charge with the energy 

charge remaining the same. Large commercial will see a $3.00 per 

month increase in customer charge with a $.80 increase in the demand 

charge with the energy charge remaining the same. 

 

The seasonal rates proposed for January 2012 would have the 

residential energy charge go from $.0885 per kwh to $.087 per kwh 

for January to June billing then increase to $.092 per kwh for July 

through September billing then back down to $.087 per kwh for 

October to December. For small commercial the seasonal proposed rate 

for January 2012 would change the energy charge from $.0925 per kwh 

to $.091 per kwh for January to June billing then increase to $.096 

per kwh for July through September billing then back down to $.091 

per kwh for October to December. The large commercial energy charge 

will remain the same but the demand charge for January 2012 would 

change from $11.85 per kwh to $11.30 per kwh for January to June 

billing then increase to $13.30 per kwh for July through September 

billing then back down to $11.30 per kwh for October to December. 

Tim noted that the proposed rates would cover increasing operating 

expenses and pay for the necessary system improvements, would allow 

the utility to remain financially strong with cash reserves 

remaining relatively stable and would reflect the change in 

wholesale power costs.  

 

Tim answered questions of the City Council on the proposed rates 

noting that they would remain the same through 2015 unless there is 

a change in the purchase of power costs. Discussion followed noting 

the need to develop educational information to explain the seasonal 

rates that will take effect in January 2012. 

 

3. Briefing on the April 18, 2011 City Council Regular Meeting 

Agenda 

 

Council reviewed items on the agenda with City staff. No action was 

taken. 

 

4. Adjourn 
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100-11 

Alderman Meins moved to adjourn the Council special session at 12:54 

p.m. Alderman Zimmerman seconded the motion. Motion carried 5 to 0. 

Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 18
th
 day of April, 2011. 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA    

BY____________________________ 

                                        John E (Jack) Powell, Mayor     

ATTEST: 

BY___________________________________ 

  Michael D. Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

Unapproved Minutes 

City Council Regular Session 

April 18, 2011 

Monday 7:00 p.m. 

 

The regular session of the City Council, City of Vermillion, South 

Dakota was called to order on April 18, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor 

Powell. 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

Present: Davies, Grayson, Meins, Osborne, Ward (arrived at 7:12 

p.m.), Willson, Zimmerman, Mayor Powell 

 

Absent: French 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Minutes 

 

A. April 4, 2011 Special Session; April 4, 2011 Regular Session  

 

101-11 

Alderman Willson moved approval of the April 4, 2011 special session 

minutes and the April 4, 2011 regular session minutes. Alderman 

Meins seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 to 0. Mayor Powell 

declared the motion adopted. 
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4. Adoption of Agenda 

 

102-11 

Alderman Davies moved approval of the agenda. Alderman Zimmerman   

seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 to 0. Mayor Powell declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

5. Visitors to be Heard 

 

A. Arbor Day Proclamation 

 

Alderman Meins read the proclamation recognizing April 29, 2011 as 

Arbor Day in Vermillion. The proclamation urged all citizens to 

support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands. Mayor Powell 

presented the proclamation to Jessica Kennedy and Aaron Baedke, 

representatives from the Parks Department. Jessica and Aaron 

reviewed activities planned for Arbor Month in Vermillion including 

the memorial tree planting in memory of Donny Young at Prentis Park, 

poster contest for third graders and a day of trees with the sixth 

graders. 

 

6. Public Hearings 

 

A. Special permit to exceed permissible sound levels by no more than 

50% for Tour De Kota on the grass area south of the Dakota Dome 

between Rose and Dakota Streets located in the 900 block of North 

Dakota Street 

 

Mike Carlson, Finance Officer, reported that the local Tour De Kota 

Committee is planning a live radio remote and band on June 9, 2011 

from noon to 9:00 p.m. in the grass area south of the Dakota Dome. 

The application, diagram and notice of hearing are included in the 

packet. Maureen Cashin, representing the committee, is present to 

answer questions of the City Council on the proposal. Discussion 

followed. 

 

103-11 

Alderman Davies moved approval of the special permit to exceed 

permissible sound levels by no more than 50% for the Tour De Kota 

committee event on June 9, 2011 from noon to 9:00 p.m. on the grass 

area south of the Dakota Dome between Rose and Dakota Streets. 

Alderman Osborne seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 to 0. Mayor 

Powell declared the motion adopted.  

 

Alderman Ward arrived at 7:12 p.m. 
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B. A retail on-off sale malt beverage license with video lottery for 

Jackpot Laundry, LLC at 847 East Cherry Street  

 

Mike Carlson, Finance Officer, reported that an application was 

received for a retail on-off sale malt beverage license with video 

lottery for Jackpot Laundry, LLC for the Jackpot Laundry at 847 E. 

Cherry Street. The notice of hearing and police report are included 

in the packet. The renovations for the business will most likely 

require a building permit so a motion to approve should include a 

contingency of final inspection by the Building Official before the 

license is issued. Sean Brady, owner of Jackpot Laundry, LLC is 

present to answer questions. Sean answered questions of the City 

Council on the proposal. 

 

104-11 

Alderman Osborne moved approval of the retail on-off sale malt 

beverage license with video lottery for Jackpot Laundry, LLC for 

Jackpot Laundry at 847 E. Cherry Street contingent upon final 

inspection by the Building Official. Alderman Davies seconded the 

motion. Motion carried 7 to 1. Mayor Powell declared the motion 

adopted. 

 

7. Old Business 

 

A. Second Reading of Ordinance 1251 – Ordinance Amending Title XV 

Chapter 154, Subdivision Regulations, Enacting Revised Subdivision 

Regulations for the City of Vermillion and Rural Platting 

Jurisdiction Area and Repealing Prior Subdivision Regulations as 

Amended 

 

Jose Dominguez, City Engineer, reported that this is the second 

reading of the ordinance to repeal the existing subdivision 

regulations and adopt new subdivision regulations. The new 

regulations have been reviewed and recommended for approval by the 

Planning Commission and the proposed ordinance was reviewed by the 

County Commission. Jose reviewed the minor and major platting 

requirements. Discussion followed with Jose answering questions of 

the City Council.  

 

105-11 

Mayor Powell read the title to the above named Ordinance, and 

Alderman Zimmerman moved adoption of the following: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the minutes of this meeting shall show that the 

title to the proposed Ordinance No. 1251 entitled An Ordinance 

Amending Title XV Chapter 154, Subdivision Regulations, Enacting 

Revised Subdivision Regulations for the City of Vermillion and Rural 
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Platting Jurisdiction Area and Repealing Prior Subdivision 

Regulations as Amended was first read and the Ordinance considered 

substantially in its present form and content at a regularly called 

meeting of the Governing Body on the 21st day of March, 2011 and 

that the title was again read at this meeting, being a regularly 

called meeting of the Governing Body on this 18
th
 day of April, 2011 

at the City Hall Council Chambers in the manner prescribed by SDCL 

9-19-7 as amended. 

 

Adoption of the Ordinance was seconded by Alderman Willson.  

Thereafter the question of the adoption of the Ordinance was put to 

a roll call vote of the Governing Body, and the members voted as 

follows: Davies-Y, Grayson-Y, Meins-Y, Osborne-Y, Ward-Y, Willson-Y, 

Zimmerman-Y, Mayor Powell-Y. 

 

Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor Powell declared that the Ordinance has 

been adopted and directed publication thereof as required by law.  

 

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 1251, being the Revised 

Subdivision Regulations of the City of Vermillion, South Dakota, was 

duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Vermillion on the 

18th day of April, 2011, and that such Ordinance shall be in full 

force and effect on and after the 19th day of May, 2011, unless the 

referendum shall have been invoked.  A copy of the Revised 

Vermillion Subdivision Regulations is available for public review 

during regular business hours at the Vermillion City Hall, 25 Center 

Street, Vermillion, SD  57069. 

 

B. Resolution Delegating Plat approval of the City Engineer 

 

Jose Dominguez, City Engineer, reported that the resolution is to 

delegate plat approval for minor plats to the City Engineer and the 

City Council will serve as the Board of Appeals. Allowing the City 

Engineer to approve minor plats will expedite the process but the 

City Council will be the Appeal Board if a plat is denied. 

Discussion followed on the approval process. 

 

106-11 

After reading the same once, Alderman Grayson moved adoption of the 

following: 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

DELEGATING PLAT APPROVAL TO THE CITY ENGINEER  

 

WHEREAS, SDCL 11-3-6 authorizes a governmental entity to designate 

an administrative official to approve plats, and; 
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WHEREAS, SDCL 11-3-6 authorizes a governmental entity to act as a 

Board of Appeals when an administrative official is designated to 

approve plats, and; 

 

WHEREAS, in order to expedite the platting process and maintain an 

orderly and sustained growth; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the City of 

Vermillion, that the City Engineer is hereby authorized to approve, 

or disapprove, Minor Plats within the City and plats outside of the 

Joint Jurisdictional Zoning Area, and that the City Council will act 

as the Board of Appeals for Minor Plats and for plats outside of the 

Joint Jurisdictional Zoning Area commencing on May 19th, 2011. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 18
th 

day of April 2011. 

 

     THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

     OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA 

              

   BY__________________________ 

       John E. (Jack) Powell, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

BY__________________________________ 

  Michael D Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

The motion was seconded by Alderman Zimmerman. Discussion followed 

and the question of the adoption of the Resolution was presented for 

a vote of the Governing Body. 8 members voted in favor of and 0 

members voted in opposition to the Resolution. Mayor Powell declared 

that the Resolution was adopted. 

 

8. New Business 

 

A. Annual Library Report 

 

Jane Larson, Librarian, reviewed the annual report for the City 

Council. Jane answered questions on the Library operations. 

Discussion followed on the report and the expansion project.  

 

107-10 

Alderman Davies moved to acknowledge receipt of the 2010 Annual 

Report of the Library. Alderman Grayson seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 8 to 0. Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 
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B. Final Plat of Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Bremer’s Addition in the W ½ 

of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 3, T92N, R52W or the 5
th
 P.M., 

Clay County, South Dakota 

 

Jose Dominguez, City Engineer, reported on the location of the plat 

that is in the extraterritorial area. The City Planning Commission 

reviewed the plat and recommended approval of the plat. Discussion 

followed on the plat.  

 

108-11 

After reading the same once, Alderman Willson moved approval of the 

following plat: 

 

WHEREAS IT APPEARS that the owners thereof have caused a plat to be 

made of the following described real property: Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 

of Bremer’s Addition in the W ½ of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 

3, T92N, R52W or the 5
th
 P.M., Clay County, South Dakota for 

approval. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the attached and foregoing plat has been 

submitted to and a report and recommendations thereon made by the 

Vermillion Planning Commission to the City Council of Vermillion 

which has approved the same. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached and foregoing plat has been 

submitted to the Governing Body of the City of Vermillion which has 

examined the same, and it appears that the systems of streets and 

alleys set forth therein conforms to the system of streets and 

alleys of the existing plat of such city, and that all taxes and 

special assessments, if any, upon the tract or subdivision have been 

fully paid and that such plat and survey thereof have been executed 

according to law, and the same is hereby accordingly approved. 

 

The motion was seconded by Alderman Ward. Discussion followed and 

the question of the adoption of the Resolution was presented for a 

vote of the Governing Body. 8 members voted in favor of and 0 

members voted in opposition to the Resolution. Mayor Powell declared 

that the Resolution was adopted. 

 

C. Declaration of surplus and abandoned property for auction 

 

Mike Carlson, Finance Officer, reported that a list of surplus and 

abandoned property is included in the packet. The listing consists 

of one surplus City vehicle, abandoned vehicles that the owners have 

not claimed, property from the Police Department that is unclaimed 

by owners, abandoned bicycles and surplus City property. For this 

property to be sold, the City Council will need to declare it 
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surplus and authorize the sale by auction. Hazen Bye is available to 

conduct the auction on May 13, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. at the Municipal 

Service Center. 

 

109-11 

Alderman Davies moved to declare the following property surplus and 

authorize the sale at public auction on May 13, 2011:  

surplus City vehicle: 1991 Chevy Lumina; abandon vehicles: 2006 

Chrysler PT Cruiser, 1997 Ford Thunderbird, 2001 Dodge Stratus, 1995 

Ford Sport Windstar SE, 1984 Pontiac Firebird, 1991 Pontiac Grand 

Prix, 1990 Honda Accord, 1997 Saturn SC, 1999 Chevrolet Monte Carlo, 

1991 Pontiac Grand Prix, 1996 Chevrolet Blazer, 1990 Buick Park 

Avenue; 35 abandoned bicycles; abandoned unclaimed property from 

Police Department: Cell phone case, sunglasses, bean bag game board, 

ice chest, multi plier tool, music CD’s, assortment of DVD’s, 

backpacks, walker, tote, garden supplies, cigarette lighters, IPod; 

surplus City property: Metal desk, 2 ceiling mount natural gas 

heaters, 3M overhead projector, RCA VHS player, Olympus 3500 DLX 

camera, stackable steel bins, electric fan, old portable beam scale, 

Electric Materials: pallet of weather heads, ridged galvanized pipe, 

wire mold and boxes, wood cross arms, misc electric parts, 13 

computers, 6 monitors, box of miscellaneous computer parts-

keyboards, cables, etc., HP scanner 6200C, Desk Jet HP 890 printer, 

Inferno ambulance cot, inferno chair/cot, bulletin board, Carl 

rotary trimmer, GBC classic paper cutter, Gloss Boss Buffer, 

burnisher Bullman Holt, 10 photo frames, metal shelf, 6 new and 1 

used Goodyear Eagle 225/60/16 tires, 2 welding torch carts, 4 used 

Goodyear tires 255/70/16, 2 office chairs, Sharp cash register, 20+ 

plastic magazine storage boxes, Nobles speed scrub walk behind 

scrubber, three drawer file cabinet, drafting desk, 19in TV,  pallet 

of electric motors various hp, 3-small electric air compressors, 

chlorinator, sulphonator, small parts sand blaster and small parts 

solvent tank cleaner. Alderman Willson seconded the motion. 

Discussion followed. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor Powell declared 

the motion adopted. 

 

D. Planning Commission appointment 

 

Mayor Powell stated that there were several applications received to 

fill the vacated Planning Commission term until 2015 and the ranking 

of the applicants by Council members has the recommendation of Mike 

Manning.  

 

110-11 

Alderman Zimmerman moved approval of the appointment of Micheal 

Manning to the Planning Commission to fill the vacated position 
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until 2015. Alderman Willson seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 

to 0. Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted.  

 

E. SECOG Contract for Voter Ward Redistricting 

 

John Prescott, City Manager, reported that with the 2010 Census data 

the City Council will need to review the population by ward to 

determine if any changes are needed to the ward boundaries. SECOG 

has agreed to assist with the block data maps providing four hours 

free and any hours in excess at $50.00 per hour. The data will 

assist the City in redistricting the wards. Discussion followed.  

 

111-11 

Alderman Grayson moved approval of the contract with SECOG for 2010 

census ward redistricting. Alderman Ward seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 8 to 0. Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted.  

 

9. Bid Openings - None 

 

10. City Manager's Report 

 

A. John reported that the Police Department is sponsoring a 

prescription drug turn-in program at the Public Safety Center on 

Saturday, April 30
th
 from 10:00am to 2:00 pm. This is a free program 

to allow citizens to bring in their unused prescription drugs 

knowing they will be properly disposed. 

 

B. John noted that landfill vouchers are available at City Hall, the 

Recycling Center and Landfill and will be in the newspaper in the 

upcoming week. The roll-off boxes for grass, leaves and small 

branches are at the Recycling Center but, due to the weather, it is 

very muddy there now. John noted that a contract has been approved 

to pave this area later this year. 

 

C. John reported that the Water Department will be flushing fire 

hydrants during the next two weeks. 

 

PAYROLL ADDITIONS AND CHANGES 

 

Police: Ryan Hough $25.67/hr; Recreation: Megan Meyer $7.50/hr; Pool: 

Elizabeth Effling $8.50/hr, Alexandra DeJong $7.75/hr, Josh Callahan 

$7.75/hr, Bill Lane $9.50/hr, Alexa Mockler $7.75/hr, Abby Ouellette 

$7.75/hr; Golf Clubhouse: Emma Erickson $7.25/hr, Allison Heine 

$7.25/hr, Elizabeth Hoffman $7.25/hr; Golf Course Maintenance: Justin 

Norling $7.75/hr; Light: Austin Anderson $22.64/hr; Wastewater: 

Nicholas Anglin $8.25/hr; Wastewater Collection: Cory Moore $16.65/hr  
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11. Invoices Payable 

 

112-11 

Alderman Davies moved approval of the following bills: 

 

ALLTEL POLICE COMMUNICATIONS 211.00 

AVERA QUEEN OF PEACE HEALTH TESTING 349.50 

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY PIPELINE LICENSE-INS. POLICY 1,000.00 

BROADCASTER PRESS ADVERTISING 1,296.12 

BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATION TELEPHONE 306.41 

CHASE HOME FINANCES REFUND OVERPAY-SNOW REMOVAL 84.80 

CLAY-UNION ELECTRIC CORP ELECTRICITY 1,162.19 

DENNIS MARTENS TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS 116.89 

DEPT. ENVIRONMENT NATL RES LANDFILL OPERATIONS FEE 2,540.06 

GREGG PETERS MANAGERS PROFIT/FEE 20,939.43 

JOHN C. PRESCOTT MEALS REIMBURSEMENT 58.00 

JONES FOOD CENTER SUPPLIES 60.95 

LOREN FISCHER DISPOSAL HAUL CARDBOARD 141.00 

MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC SUPPLIES/CYLINDER RENTAL 125.23 

MIDAMERICAN GAS USAGE 5,367.28 

MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATION INTERNET/CABLE SERVICE 91.75 

NETSYS+ REPAIRS 66.25 

NORTH CENTRAL AMBULANCE SALES PART 37.61 

OFFICE OF WEIGHTS & MEASURE TESTING 254.00 

QWEST TELEPHONE 1,548.49 

RESERVE ACCOUNT POSTAGE FOR METER 950.00 

SD DEPT OF LABOR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 3,555.00 

SD LOTTERY VIDEO LOTTERY LICENSE RENEWAL 100.00 

SD MUNICIPAL STREET MAINT REGISTRATION FEE 40.00 

SD PUBLIC ASSURANCE ALLIANCE PROPERTY COVERAGE 46,018.29 

SDWWA REGISTRATION 130.00 

SPRINT CELL PHONES 971.30 

STERN OIL CO. AVIATION FUEL/FUEL 35,184.37 

TODDS ELECTRIC SERVICE INSTALL LOAD MGMT 25.00 

UNITED PARCEL SERVICE SHIPPING 27.17 

US POSTMASTER POSTAGE FOR UTILITY BILLS 975.00 

YANKTON JANITORIAL SUPPLY SUPPLIES 128.91 

 

Alderman Zimmerman seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor 

Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

12. Consensus Agenda 
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A. Set a bid opening date of May 11, 2011 for Bored Water Main 

Replacement at 12
th
 St. Railroad Crossing and Dakota St/Hwy 50 

Intersection 

 

113-11 

Alderman Osborne moved approval of the consensus agenda. Alderman 

Grayson seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor Powell 

declared the motion adopted. 

 

14. Adjourn 

 

114-11 

Alderman Osborne moved to adjourn the Council Meeting at 8:04 p.m.  

Alderman Grayson seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor 

Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 18
th
 day of April, 2011. 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA    

BY____________________________ 

                                        John E.(Jack) Powell, Mayor     

ATTEST: 

BY___________________________________ 

  Michael D. Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

Published once at the approximate cost of __________. 

 


