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Unapproved Minutes 

Council Special Session 

December 11, 2012 

Tuesday 5:15 p.m. 

 

The special session of the City Council, City of Vermillion, South 

Dakota was called to order on Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 5:15 p.m. 

by Mayor Powell. 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

Present: Collier-Wise, Davies, Meins, Osborne, Ward, Willson, 

Zimmerman, Mayor Powell 

 

Absent: Grayson 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Adoption of Agenda 

 

434-12 

Alderman Meins moved approval of the agenda. Alderman Collier-Wise 

seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor Powell declared the 

motion adopted. 

 

4. Public Hearings 

 

A. A request to rezone land from Agricultural to Rural Residential 

District for property located at 46171 Timber Road, legally described 

as Lot 1 of Parcel A, N ½, SE ¼, 15-92-52, Vermillion Township, Clay 

County, South Dakota  First reading of Ordinance no. 1290 

 

Mayor Powell stated that this was advertised as a joint City and County 

public hearing and opened the hearing. 

 

Cynthia Aden, Clay County Zoning Administrator, reported on the receipt 

of a petition from Richard Jahn to rezone his property from 

agricultural zone to rural residential zone that will allow him to 

divide his two acre property into two one acre lots. Cynthia reported 

that, as the property was in the joint jurisdictional area, the request 

was taken to the joint County and City Planning Commissions at which 

time the City Planning Commission voted to not recommend approval of 

the zone change and the County Planning Commission voted to recommend 

approval of the zone change.  

 

Richard Jahn, property owner, stated that he wanted to build a new home 

on his two acre lot and rent out his existing home. Richard noted his 
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existing lot is two acres and the agricultural zone has a two acre 

minimum for a lot thus the request is to rezone the property as rural 

residential that allows one acre minimum lots.  

 

Andy Colvin, Assistant to the City Manager, presented a map showing the 

location of the property under consideration. Andy reported that the 

property is currently agricultural zoned and is adjoined light 

industrial on the north. Andy noted that during discussions on the 

development of the joint jurisdictional ordinance a concern was to 

avoid scattered development on the fringe areas of the City; instead 

promoting development that can easily be annexed and served by the 

City.  

 

Discussion followed on the zone change between the joint boards. The 

discussion included concerns for spot zoning and the precedent such a 

zone change might set for future requests. Andy noted that in 

discussing the request with SECOG staff the option of amending the 

joint jurisdictional ordinance to allow one acre lots in the 

agricultural zone as a conditional use noting that the density 

limitations would remain the same. Mr. Jahn was asked his timeline for 

building to which he responded that he would like to start in the 

spring. Discussion followed on the time to amend the joint 

jurisdictional ordinance and it was noted that as SECOG has developed 

the proposed change that it would need to go to the Planning 

Commissions before coming back to the joint boards.  

 

435-12 

Alderman Ward moved to close the public hearing and table the first 

reading of ordinance 1290 as it applies to the zone change request to 

allow the City Planning Commission time to review the proposed change 

to the joint jurisdictional ordinance as it applies to single family 

dwellings on one acre lots as a conditional use in the agricultural 

zone with a report no later than February 1, 2013. Alderman Willson 

seconded the motion.  Discussion followed. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor 

Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

B. A request to rezone land from Agricultural to Commercial for a 

portion of property located at 1103 E SD Highway 50, Vermillion, South 

Dakota, which is Lee Tract 1, SE ¼, SE ¼, 11-92-52, Vermillion 

Township, Clay County, South Dakota 

 

Eldon Nygaard stated that he leased land from Verna Saito for his 

Valiant Vineyard billboard located at 1103 E SD Highway 50. Eldon 

provided a map showing the site including the location of the area to 

be rezoned for the billboard. Eldon stated that the SDDOT contacted him 

in August stating that his billboard had not been permitted by the 

State and would need to be removed unless it could be brought into 
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compliance. Eldon stated that a building permit was obtained in 2003 

when the billboard was built and a State electrical permit was also 

approved at that time. Eldon stated as the sign is outside the city 

limits in an agricultural zone and to be in compliance with the State 

regulations would need to be in a commercial zone.  Eldon reported on 

the local economic benefit of his business noting that the billboard 

directs visitors to his location. Eldon noted that he has contracted 

with Banner Associates to plat the property where the sign is located 

to comply with the request of the Planning Commission. 

 

Discussion followed on the zone change request with Eldon answering 

questions.    

 

436-12 

Mayor Powell read the title to the above mentioned Ordinance and 

Alderman Ward moved adoption of the following Resolution: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the minutes of this meeting shall show that the 

title to proposed Ordinance No. 1292 entitled An Ordinance Amending 

Appendix A, 2012 Joint Zoning Regulations for Clay County and the City 

of Vermillion, Chapter 2, Section 2.03(A) Zoning Map, by rezoning 

certain real property from the A-1, Agricultural District to the C 

Commercial District of the City of Vermillion, South Dakota contingent 

upon the property being platted has been read and the Ordinance has 

been considered for the first time in its present form and content at 

this meeting being a special called meeting of the Governing Body of 

the City on this 11th day of December, 2012 at the Council Chambers in 

City Hall in the manner prescribed by SDCL 9-19-7 as amended. 

 

The motion was seconded by Alderman Davies. After discussion, the 

question of adoption of the Resolution was put to a vote of the 

Governing Body and 8 members voted in favor of and 0 members voted in 

opposition to the motion. Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted.  

 

5. Adjourn 

 

437-12 

Alderman Osborne moved to adjourn the Council Meeting at 6:05 p.m.  

Alderman Willson seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 to 0. Mayor 

Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 11
th
 day of December, 2012. 
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THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA    

BY____________________________ 

                                            John E. (Jack) Powell, Mayor     

ATTEST: 

BY___________________________________ 

  Michael D. Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

Published once at the approximate cost of ___________. 

 


