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Unapproved Minutes  

Council Special Session 

February 21, 2012 

Tuesday 12:00 noon 

 

The special session of the City Council, City of Vermillion, 

South Dakota, was held on Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at 12:00 

noon in the City Hall large conference room.   

 

1. Roll Call 

 

Present: Davies, Meins, Ward, Willson, Zimmerman, Mayor Powell 

 

Absent: French, Grayson, Osborne 

 

2. Informational Session – Police Department Community Survey – 

Matt Betzen 

 

Matt Betzen, Police Chief, stated that the Police Department, as 

part of its strategic planning process, will be conducting a 

community survey. Matt stated that, for determining the baseline 

for strategic planning, they have done a SWOT analysis of the 

Department, completed an internal survey of employees and will 

be conducting a scientific survey of the community. Matt stated 

that he has been working with a committee to develop a survey.  

The survey will be random and, for the results to be 

representative of the community, a 32% return rate is needed. He 

reviewed the objectives of the community survey noting the need 

to establish a baseline to evaluate future surveys. Matt stated 

that he anticipated mailing the surveys the week of March 12
th
 

and asked Council members to encourage citizens who receive a 

survey to complete and return. He stated that he will be going 

to make this presentation to other community organizations to 

explain the survey process to hopefully increase the response 

rate. Matt answered questions of the City Council on the survey. 

 

3. Informational Session – 2013 Engineering Consultant Selection 

Process – Jose Dominguez 

 

Jose Dominguez, City Engineer, stated that he is proposing the 

implementation of an engineering consultant selection process 

for 2013. He reviewed the current selection process noting that, 

as engineering is a professional service, it is exempt from the 

bidding process. He reviewed the pros and cons of the current 

engineering selection process. Jose noted that there is a 

Qualifications Based Selection (QBS) process to select 

professionals based upon a set of criteria. Jose stated that he 
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would propose a hybrid process whereby the City would develop a 

pool of engineering firms, based on the QBS process, and then, 

when a specific project was identified, an engineering firm 

would be selected from the previously identified pool. The firm 

would be selected based upon schedule, availability and price. 

Jose reviewed the pros and cons of the proposed engineering 

selection process. Discussion followed with Jose answering 

questions of the City Council on the proposal. Jose noted that 

the plan is to implement this program in 2013. 

 

4. Briefing on the February 21, 2012 City Council Regular 

Meeting Agenda 

 

Council reviewed items on the agenda with City staff. No action 

was taken. 

 

Mayor Powell stated that there was some concern about the vote 

on the library bid, noting that any member can request a roll 

call vote if they question the voice vote. He asked the members 

for direction on if they wanted roll call votes on every action 

or if there should be a roll call vote when there is a split 

vote. It was suggested that this item be referred to the Policy 

and Procedures Committee for review and report.  Mayor Powell 

stating that he would ask if a roll call vote is wanted on voice 

votes that are not unanimous. 

 

5. Adjourn 

 

062-12 

Alderman Ward moved to adjourn the Council special session at 

12:53 p.m. Alderman Meins seconded the motion. Motion carried 6 

to 0. Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 21
st
 day of February, 

2012. 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA  

   

BY____________________________ 

                                     John E (Jack) Powell, Mayor     

ATTEST: 

 

BY___________________________________ 

  Michael D. Carlson, Finance Officer 
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Unapproved Minutes 

City Council Regular Session 

February 21, 2012 

Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

 

The regular session of the City Council, City of Vermillion, 

South Dakota was called to order on February 21, 2012 at 7:00 

p.m. by Mayor Powell. 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

Present: Davies, French, Grayson, Meins, Osborne, Ward, 

Willson, Zimmerman, Mayor Powell 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Minutes 

 

A. February 6, 2012 Special Session; February 6, 2012 Regular 

Session 

 

063-12 

Alderman Meins moved approval of the February 6, 2012 Special 

Session Minutes and the February 6, 2012 Regular Session 

Minutes. Alderman Zimmerman seconded the motion. Motion carried 

9 to 0.  Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

4. Adoption of Agenda 

 

064-12 

Alderman Willson moved approval of the agenda. Alderman French   

seconded the motion. Motion carried 9 to 0. Mayor Powell 

declared the motion adopted. 

 

5. Visitors to be Heard 

 

Jon Flanagin, Chairman of the Library Board, wanted to thank the 

City Council for their action at the last meeting in awarding 

the bid on the library expansion and renovation project. He 

noted that the Council members should feel good in putting 

together this project that includes community contributions and 

City funding that will benefit the citizens for years to come. 

 

6. Public Hearings 

 

A. Special permit to exceed permissible sound levels by no more 

than 50% for Sigma Alpha Epsilon outdoor mini concert in the 
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northwest corner of Prentis Park from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

on April 10, 2012 

 

Mike Carlson, Finance Officer, reported that an application was 

received from the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity for a special 

permit to exceed permissible sound levels for a mini concert in 

the northwest corner of Prentis Park on April 10
th
 from 4:30 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m. The hearing was advertised and Andrew Boyd, 

representing Sigma Alpha Epsilon, is present to answer 

questions.  

 

Andrew stated that this mini concert event is being held to 

raise funds for a local charity. In addition to the band, they 

plan to have food for sale. Andrew answered questions of the 

City Council.   

         

065-12 

Alderman French moved approval of the special permit to exceed 

permissible sound levels by no more than 50% for the Sigma Alpha 

Epsilon Fraternity outdoor mini concert in the northwest corner 

of Prentis Park from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on April 10, 2012.               

Alderman Grayson seconded the motion. Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

7. Old Business - None 

 

8. New Business 

 

A. Resolution Revising Landfill Electronics Disposal Rates 

 

Bob Iverson, Solid Waste Director, reported that, in February 

2009, the City Council adopted rates for electronics recycling. 

These fees were in response to the EPA and SD DENR requirement 

that all electronics disposed of, by commercial entities, must 

be recycled or handled as hazardous waste. This requirement does 

not apply to residential or household items. Bob noted that the 

fees set up, at that time, were based on what the City was being 

charged by vendors to dispose of these items. Due to changes in 

the markets, the only items that the City will be charged to 

dispose of are TV’s, monitors, UPS backups, fluorescent bulbs 

and capacitors. As such, the rate resolution was revised to 

remove the fee for all other items and set the TV and monitor 

fee at $15 each. 

 

Discussion followed with Bob answering questions of the City 

Council on electronics recycling, noting the need to have the 

rates the same at both Vermillion and Yankton.  
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066-12 

After reading the same once, Alderman Grayson moved adoption of 

the following: 

 

 

RESOLUTION REVISING ELECTRONICS DISPOSAL RATES 

AT THE MUNICIPAL LANDFILL  

 

WHEREAS, Section 52.07 of the 2008 Revised Ordinance of the City 

of Vermillion allows the City Council to establish and change 

fees and service charges for the commercial and non-commercial 

deposits of receivable solid waste at the landfill; and 

 

Whereas, in 2009, the City of Vermillion established a program 

for the recycling of electronics and related items at the 

landfill generated by commercial and household facilities in 

accordance with South Dakota DENR regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the fees established in 2009 were based upon the 

disposal costs for the electronic items; and 

 

WHEREAS, the charge to the City to dispose of different 

electronics items has decreased and, as such, the fees charged 

at the landfill for electronics recycling need to be adjusted 

accordingly.     

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

City of Vermillion, South Dakota, at a regular meeting, thereof, 

in the Council Chambers of said City at 7:00 p.m. on the 21st 

day of February, 2012, that the fee for individuals, commercial 

establishments, public institutions or non-licensed contract 

haulers, with separated electronics waste, which falls under the 

Universal Waste rule, is established as follows: 

Charges are by item unless otherwise stated 

tv's       $15.00  

     monitors      $15.00 

     ups back-ups      $ 0.25 per lb 

     fluorescent bulbs and related items  

     (determined by latest bid) cpu 

     (compact florescent)       $ .65 - $1.00           

      3' tube bulb         $  1.50 

      4' tube bulb         $  1.75 

        capacitors     $  1.50 
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The City of Vermillion reserves the right to impose additional 

fees on loads or items deemed to be not in keeping with the 

above rates.  This fee will be set in accordance with the final 

recycling cost, transportation costs and operations cost 

affected. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 21
st
 day of February, 

2012. 

 

 

 THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

 OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA  

   

 BY____________________________ 

 John E. (Jack) Powell, Mayor     

ATTEST: 

 

BY__________________________________ 

     Michael D Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

The motion was seconded by Alderman French. Discussion followed 

and the question of the adoption of the Resolution was presented 

for a vote of the Governing Body. 8 members voted in favor of 

and 1 member voted in opposition to the Resolution. Mayor Powell 

declared that the Resolution was adopted. 

 

B. Fireworks public display permit for Dance Marathon on March 

24, 2012 at Vermillion High School 

 

Mike Carlson, Finance Officer, reported that an application for 

a Fireworks Public Display Permit was received for the Dance 

Marathon Committee for a fireworks display at the high school on 

March 24
th
 between 7:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. as part of the event 

activities. The display would be south of the high school 

similar to Homecoming activities. Tom Taylor would be conducting 

the show. Mike Weckman, Dance Marathon Co-Entertainment 

Director, is present to answer questions. Mike Weckman explained 

events planned for the Dance Marathon and fireworks display. 

 

067-12 

Alderman Zimmerman moved approval of the Fireworks Public 

Display Permit for the Dance Marathon on March 24, 2012 south of 

the high school between 7:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Alderman Ward 

seconded the motion. Motion carried 9 to 0. Mayor Powell 

declared the motion adopted. 
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C. Resolution Amending City Truck Routes to Include Jefferson 

Street Between E. Cherry Street and E. Duke Street and the 

East 160 Feet of E. Duke Street 

 

Jose Dominguez, City Engineer, reported that, during a review of 

the City’s existing truck route map, it was noted that the area 

zoned industrial and commercial, north of East Duke, along 

extended Jefferson Street, would not have a direct truck route 

to East Cherry Street. Jose stated that a map of the area is 

included in the packet for review. As Jefferson Street extension 

would be a truck route in the future, it is proposed that the 

existing Jefferson Street, from Duke Street south, be a truck 

route along with the portion of Duke Street east of Jefferson. 

Jose noted that this portion of Jefferson is not constructed as 

a truck route but estimated it would endure another 5 to 10 

years before it would need to be rebuilt. Discussion followed on 

the location and change to a truck route. 

 

068-12 

After reading the same once, Alderman Ward moved adoption of the 

following: 

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE VERMILLION TRUCK ROUTE MAP 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Vermillion has established truck routes, as 

shown on a map on file in the City Manager’s Office, in 

accordance with Section 77.112 of the Ordinances of the City of 

Vermillion; and 

 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends adding Jefferson Street, between 

East Cherry Street and East Duke Street, and adding East Duke 

Street, between Jefferson Street to a point 160-feet east of the 

intersection with Jefferson Street, to promote orderly 

development; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City 

of Vermillion, that the Truck Route Map be amended adding 

Jefferson Street, between East Cherry Street and East Duke 

Street and adding East Duke Street, between Jefferson Street to 

a point 160-feet east of the intersection with Jefferson Street. 

 

Adopted by the Vermillion City Council this 21
st
 day of February 

2012. 
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 THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

 OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA 

 

 ______________________________ 

 John E. (Jack) Powell, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________ 

Michael D. Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

The motion was seconded by Alderman Willson. Discussion followed 

and the question of the adoption of the Resolution was presented 

for a vote of the Governing Body. 9 members voted in favor of 

and 0 members voted in opposition to the Resolution. Mayor 

Powell declared that the Resolution was adopted. 

 

 

 

D. Selection of a consultant to conduct a Drainage Study 

 

Jose Dominguez, City Engineer, reported that over the last 

several years drainage issues have become apparent throughout 

the community.  Factors such as topography, soil and 

hydrological conditions, development and design standards affect 

drainage problems. Jose reported that funding were included in 

the 2012 budget for a drainage study. As such, requests for 

proposals were sent out outlining the drainage study 

requirements for the city. Eight consultants submitted proposals 

that were reviewed by a committee of City staff. After review, 

the committee recommended the proposal from S.E.H., Inc., from 

Sioux Falls, to complete the drainage study. Jose reported that 

$70,000 was budgeted and the estimate from S.E.H., Inc., for the 

study, is $51,000. Jose noted that the contract was just 

received today from S.E.H., Inc. and that, upon review by Jim 

McCulloch, City Attorney, there are a few items that will need 

to be worked out before a final document is available for 

approval. He asked if the City Council would want to approve the 

agreement, subject to the approval by the City Attorney, of the 

changes or wait until next meeting. Discussion followed on the 

drainage study and the contract. 

 

069-12 

Alderman Davies moved to table action on the drainage study 

agreement with S.E.H., Inc. until the next meeting to allow the 

City Attorney and staff time to work out the issues with the 

contract.  Alderman Willson seconded the motion. Motion carried 

9 to 0. Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 
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9. Bid Openings 

 

A. Wheel Loader for Solid Waste Department 

 

Jason Anderson, Assistant City Engineer, read the bids received 

for the Solid Waste Department wheel loader and recommended the 

low bid of Butler Machinery Co. on the Alternate Proposal that 

provided for guaranteed bid price at the end of 5000 hours, or 5 

years, with initial purchase of $119,876, less the performance 

bond deduct option of $1,601. 

 

Butler Machinery Co. base bid $119,876, guaranteed total cost of 

repairs $500; alternate bid $119,876, guaranteed total cost of 

repairs $500, guaranteed bid price at end of 5000 hrs/5 years 

$58,641 ; Murphy Tractor Co: base bid $121,920, guaranteed total 

cost of repairs $0 

 

070-12 

Alderman Willson moved approval of the low bid of Butler 

Machinery Co. on the Alternate Proposal base bid of $119,876, 

guaranteed total cost of repairs of $500, less a deduct for 

performance bond of $1601, for an initial purchase price of 

$118,275. Alderman Ward seconded the motion. Discussion 

followed. Motion carried 9 to 0. Mayor Powell declared the 

motion adopted.  

 

10. City Manager's Report 

 

A. John reported that the Citizens Academy program is starting 

on February 28
th
 and continues for five Tuesday nights. The 

program will provide information about City operations, 

meeting with Department Heads and tours of City facilities. 

 

B. John reported that he has approved raffle notifications from: 

 

1) The Vermillion Public Library Foundation: tickets are $5.00 

each or 6 for $25. The prize is a 72” x 90” quilt valued at 

$450, entitled “America the Beautiful”, which is on display 

at the library. Proceeds go to the Library Foundation. 

Tickets are on sale until April or when the groundbreaking 

for the library project takes place. 

 

2) USD Law School Class of 2014: The top prize is valued 

between $100 and $200. Tickets will be sold through this 

Saturday, Feb 25
th
, for $20, each with the proceeds going 

toward the hooding ceremony costs. 
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3) Knights of Columbus raffle: $20 for a booklet; number chart 

based on four NCAA March Madness games; score match the 

numbers in the book to win prizes between $50 and $150. 

Proceeds go to purchase a new sign for the church. 

 

C. John reported that the Joint Powers is working on a master 

plan for the joint landfill recycling operations for Yankton 

and Vermillion. Public hearings will be held in Yankton on 

March 14
th
 and in Vermillion on March 15

th
 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers to obtain public input on the solid 

waste master plan. 

 

11. Invoices Payable 

 

071-12 

Alderman Davies moved approval of the following bills: 

 

ARCHITECTURE INC. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 3,134.87 

BROADCASTER PRESS ADVERTISING 1,511.75 

BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATION TELEPHONE 294.82 

BUTLER MACHINERY CO. PARTS 325.64 

CENTURYLINK TELEPHONE 1,460.99 

CLAY-UNION ELECTRIC CORP ELECTRICITY 1,574.09 

DEPT. ENVIRONMENT NATL RES LANDFILL OPERATIONS FEE 2,478.46 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK TRUSTEE FEE 2,000.00 

GREGG PETERS MANAGERS FEE 5,375.00 

HACH CO SUPPLIES 500.00 

LOREN FISCHER DISPOSAL HAUL CARDBOARD 140.00 

MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC OXYGEN/CYLINDER RENTAL 87.54 

MIDAMERICAN GAS USAGE 7,117.21 

MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS CABLE/INTERNET SERVICE 105.95 

RESERVE ACCOUNT POSTAGE FOR METER 950.00 

SPRINT CELL PHONES 1,051.12 

STERN OIL CO. FUEL 14,908.83 

STUART C. IRBY CO. PARTS 4,898.55 

THATCHER COMPANY SODA ASH 6,886.00 

THE BOULDER COMPANY PARTS 745.70 

UNITED PARCEL SERVICE SHIPPING 69.05 

US POSTMASTER POSTAGE FOR UTILITY BILLS 975.00 

VERMEER HIGH PLAINS REPAIRS 2,151.65 

VISA/FIRST BANK & TRUST FUEL/SUPPLIES 616.94 

 

Alderman Willson seconded the motion. Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 
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12. Consensus Agenda 

 

A. Set a public hearing date of March 5, 2012 for a special daily 
malt beverage and wine license for the Vermillion Area Arts 

Council at 202 Washington Street on March 17, 2012 

 

072-12 

Alderman Zimmerman moved approval of the consensus agenda. 

Alderman Willson seconded the motion. Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

13. Adjourn 

 

073-12 

Alderman Osborne moved to adjourn the Council Meeting at 7:44 

p.m.  Alderman Meins seconded the motion. Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Mayor Powell declared the motion adopted. 

 

Dated at Vermillion, South Dakota this 21
st
 day of February, 

2012. 

 

 

 

 

                     THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 

                  OF VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA    

                       BY____________________________ 

                          John E.(Jack) Powell, Mayor     

ATTEST: 

 

BY___________________________________ 

  Michael D. Carlson, Finance Officer 

 

Published once at the approximate cost of __________. 

 

 


