
Unapproved Minutes 

Vermillion Planning Commission 

Monday November 8, 2010 Regular Meeting 

 

The regular meeting of the Vermillion Planning Commission was called to 

order in the conference room at City Hall on November 8, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

1. Roll Call 
Present: Fairholm, Flanagan, Forseth, Gruhn, Howe, Muenster, Tuve, and 

Iverson. 

Absent: Reasoner. 

 

Also present were Farrel Christensen, Building Official, Andy Colvin, 

Assistant to the City Manager and Darby Ganschow from USD. 

 

2. Minutes 
a. September 13, 2010 Regular Meeting. 
 

Moved by Muenster to approve the September 13, 2010 regular meeting 

minutes, seconded by Tuve.  Motion carried 8-0. 

   

3. Adoption of the Agenda 
Moved by Fairholm to adopt the agenda as printed, seconded by Gruhn. 

Motion carried 8-0.   

 

4. Visitors to be Heard 
 

5. Public Hearing 
a. Adoption of 2009 International Building Code, 2009 International 

Residential Code and 2009 International Property Maintenance Code. 

 

Farrel Christensen presented the new building code to the Planning 

Commission and went through the various modifications and exemptions 

that have been made to the code.  Farrel reported that State law 

requires local governments, who adopt a building code, to adopt the most 

recent version available.   
 

The Planning Commission asked about the definition of a bedroom.  Farrel 

reported that the code was changed to add a definition of bedroom that 

is consistent with other sections of the ordinance.  The Planning 

Commission also asked about the minimum size of accessory structures 

where a building needs to meet the minimum frost depth for footings.  It 

was the consensus of the group to reduce the minimum size from 1200 sq. 

ft. to 1,000 sq. ft.  The members also discussed the minimum roof 

covering.  Farrel reported that the ordinance needs to be changed to 

clarify a minimum of two layers. 

 

The Planning Commission discussed the International Property Maintenance 

Code.  Farrel reported that the IPMC is a national standard and covers a 

broad range of issues related to property maintenance, including boarded 



windows, tarped roofs and other issues seen in Vermillion.  Farrel also 

reported that the IPMC will replace the City’s current dangerous 

building code and will provide more thorough and easy to understand 

regulations.  The Planning Commission expressed concern about the 

ability of low-income individuals to afford to make the changes required 

by the IPMC.  Discussion followed.  It was the feeling of the members 

that the ordinance provides for minimum standards and protects the 

health and safety of the community, as well as cleanliness issues.      

 

Moved by Forseth to recommend adoption of the International Building 

Code, International Residential Code, and International Property 

Maintenance Code to the City Council for adoption, seconded by Howe.  

Motion carried 8-0. 

    

7. Old Business 

 

8. New Business 

No New Business.  

 

8. Staff Reports 
    

9. Adjourn 
 Moved by Fairholm to adjourn, seconded by Howe.  Motion carried 8-0.     

 

 Chairman Iverson declared the meeting adjourned 6:43 p.m. 


