
CITY OF VERMILLION 
APPLICATION FOR ZONING VARIANCE 

 
PURPOSE 
 

A variance is a permit that allows a property owner to deviate from the zoning restrictions imposed by ordinance. An 
unnecessary hardship must be established by the applicant who applies for the variance.  
 
APPLYING FOR A ZONING VARIANCE 
 

Application: To obtain a zoning variance the applicant shall file an application on a form furnished by the Zoning 
Administrator. A site plan should be included unless waved by the zoning administrator. 
 
Information on site plan: Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate 
the location, nature, and extent of the proposed work. 

CONDITIONS OF A VARIANCE 
 

1. An unnecessary hardship must be established by the applicant who applies for the variance. Unnecessary hardship is 
a situation where, without a variance, an owner can make no feasible or reasonable use of the property. 
Convenience, loss of profit, financial limitations, or self-imposed hardship are not considered grounds for approving 
a variance by the Board. 
 

2. Literal interpretation of the provisions within the zoning code is not intended to deprive the applicant of rights 
commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district. 
 

3. The variance requested is the minimum variance that will alleviate the hardship. 
 

4. Granting of the variance will comply with the general purpose of the zoning code, and will not be offensive to 
adjacent areas or to the public welfare. 
 

5. No nonconforming use or structure in the same district and no permitted or nonconforming use or structure in other 
districts shall be considered grounds for the issuance of a variance. 
 

6. Exceptional and extraordinary circumstances apply to the property that do not apply to other properties in the same 
zone or vicinity and that result from lot size or shape, topography or other circumstances which are not of the 
applicant's making. 
 

7. In order to preserve the intent of these zoning regulations and to protect the public interest, the Board of 
Adjustment may attach conditions to a variance. A variance shall remain valid only as long as the property owner 
complies with any terms and conditions of the variance, as attached by the Board of Adjustment. 

REVIEW AND PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE 
 

Administrative Review: The Zoning Administrator will review the application, and will make a recommendation to the 
Board of Adjustment to either approve or not approve the application. The Zoning Administrator's recommendation will 
include a summary of the application, and the reasons and justification for either approval or disapproval of the 
application. 
 
Public Hearing: The applicant may appear in person, or by agent or attorney. Minutes of the public hearing will be 
recorded and kept in the records of the Board of Adjustment. Written findings certifying compliance with the specific 
rules governing the action considered at the public hearing shall be completed by the Board. The concurring vote of 2/3 
of the members of the Board of Adjustment is necessary to approve any variance or arrive at any determination. 
 
 
 



CITY OF VERMILLION 
PETITION FOR ZONING VARIANCE 

 
OWNER INFORMATION (Please attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 
NAME:        
ADDRESS:       
PHONE:        
 
PROPERTY INFORMATION (Please attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 

Parcel Identification Number (PIN):   

Current Zoning Designation:   

Proposed Zoning Designation:   

Location:   

Legal Description:   

Existing Land Use:   Proposed Land Use:   

Adjacent Zoning: 

North:   South:   East:   West:   

Description of variance sought from the zoning regulations:        

               

               

               

                

Site information should be included on a separate sheet. 
 

 
           
Signature of Owner   Date 
 

FAILURE OF THE APPLICANT OR AGENT TO APPEAR AT THE HEARING WILL CAUSE THE COMMITTEE TO DENY THIS 
APPLICATION. 

 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY                                                                      DATE:______ / ______ / ______ 
 

FEE RECEIVED:  YES   NO     PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

       ____YES    ____NO 

BUILDING OFFICIAL:_____________________________ 

 
HEARING SCHEDULE: _______ / _______ / _______   

 


