Unapproved Minutes
Historical Preservation Commission
Wednesday September 11, 2019 Regular Meeting
The regular meeting of the Vermillion Historical Preservation
Commission was called to order in the Large Conference Room at City
Hall on September 11, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.
1. Roll Call
Present: Susan Keith Gray, Gloria Hensley, Ed Gerrish, Jim Wilson
(9:05), William Dendinger, Dietrik Vanderhill (9:07), Cyndy Chaney
Absent:
Staff present: James Purdy, Assistant City Manager
Farrel Christensen, Building Official
2. Adoption of the Agenda
Commissioner Hensley moved that the Commission adopt the agenda,
seconded by Commissioner Chaney. The motion carried unanimously.
3. Approval of the Minutes
Commissioner Gerrish moved that the August 7th minutes be adopted as
written, seconded by Commissioner Dendinger. The motion carried
unanimously.
4. Visitors to be Heard
None
5. Old Business
5a. Discussion of Historic Properties and Commission Involvement
5b. Discussion of Guidelines for Historic Neighborhood Permit
Applications
5C. Report from Liz Almlie with the South Dakota State Historical
Society
5a. Due to time constraints agenda items 5a and 5b were combined.
See item 5b below.
5b. Farrel Christensen, Building Official, stated that the City has
a database used to generate building permits, and that he has added
a section listing whether or not a building is located in a Historic
District. The Commission stated that it would like to review all
building permits in Historic Districts, including interior, fencing,
etc. The Commission also asked if they could be made aware of nonpermitted work such as roofs and/or siding. Farrel stated that would
be difficult, given that if there is no permit required by the City,
the City would not be made aware of such work taking place.
The Commission then discussed what building codes the City uses, and
what that code is based on. Farrel stated that the City uses sets of

code developed by the International Code Council (or ICC). Farrel
stated that the most recent version of the code was adopted in its
entirety, but then was modified to allow for several permit
exemptions, two of those being roofing and siding. The Commission
then discussed whether it would be prudent to require building
permits for roofing and siding in Historic Districts. Farrel stated
that if any change is made to the code it would have to be citywide, but that he would not be opposed to the idea of permitting for
that type of work if it was done for the right reasons. Discussion
regarding this issue followed. The consensus from the Commission was
that it would like to bring removing roofing/siding from the permit
exemptions list to the City Council. City Staff will set up a time
in the future for the Commission to present its proposal to City
Council at a noon educational session. Commissioner Wilson brought
forth a motion to bring ideas to the City Council, that motion was
seconded by Commissioner Gerrish, and passed unanimously.
The Commission then discussed the timeline of the permit review
process. It was the consensus of the Commission that the review
process should not begin until complete information from the permit
applicant has been delivered. Farrel Christensen, Building Official,
stated that such a practice could be a slippery slope in some
instances. Farrel elaborated that requiring an applicant to provide
information not relevant to the permit (e.g. elevation photos for
interior work) would be problematic.
5c. The Commission reviewed the report and map regarding the driveby survey of the proposed S University Historic District provided by
Liz Almlie with the South Dakota State Historical Society. The map
shows that a majority of homes surveyed are either contributing or
potentially contributing. The Commission then discussed what the
next steps would be regarding the creation of the new district.
Commissioner
Wilson
stated
that
the
period
or
periods
of
significance of these homes need to be established, which would
require determining what year each home was built. Commissioner
Wilson stated the best way to accomplish this would be to hire an
individual to go to the Clay County Courthouse to review records
pertaining to each home surveyed. The Commission then discussed
funding options for this project. The Commission opted to approach
the Clay County Historic Preservation Commission (CCHPC) for
assistance with funding this project, in the hopes of having the
data available by the next regular meeting of this Commission. A
motion to approach the CCHPC was made by Commissioner Wilson, that
motion was seconded by Commissioner Gerrish, and passed unanimously.
6.

New Business
6a. Election of Officers
6a. Commissioner Hensley nominated Commissioner Keith Gray as Chair,
and Commissioner Gerrish as Vice-Chair. Commission Vanderhill
motioned to close nominations, seconded by Commissioner Wilson, and
that motion passed unanimously. Commissioner Dendinger motioned to
vote on Commissioner Keith Gray as Chair and Commissioner Gerrish as

Vice-Chair. That motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilson, and
votes were cast unanimously to that effect, with Commissioner Keith
Gray and Commissioner Gerrish abstaining.

7. Adjourn
Moved by Commissioner Gerrish to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner
Chaney. Motion carried at 9:56 a.m.
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